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years, been about 130 acres in extent". It is tempting to
see here an archaic survival of primitive agrarian practices,
but in all probability it is nothing more than " a striking
instance of the old Scottish system of ' out-field * cultivation
applied to common lands"1. A description of the 'out-
field ' system is given by Scott in the opening pages of The
Monastery: " The part of the Township, properly arable,
and kept as such continually under the plough, was called
in-field. Here the use of quantities of manure supplied in
some degree the exhaustion of the soil, and the feuars
[church vassals] raised tolerable oats and bear, usually
sowed on alternate ridges, on which the labour of the
whole community was bestowed without distinction, the
produce being divided after harvest agreeably to their
respective interests. There was, besides, out-field land
from which it was thought possible to extract a crop now
and then, after which it was abandoned to the ' skiey
influences' until the exhausted powers of vegetation were
restored. These out-field spots were selected by any feuar
at his own choice2, amongst the sheep-walks and hills which
were always annexed to the Township, to serve as pasturage
to the community. The trouble of cultivating these patches
of out-field, and the precarious chance that the crop would
pay the labour, were considered as giving a right to any
feuar, who chose to undertake the adventure, to the produce
which might result from it".
j*tensin It is not difficult to understand the motives which
- prompted the adoption of an intensive system of tillage.
The alternative form of husbandry is only possible indeed
among nomadic or migratory tribes, which are able to wander
at will over an unlimited area. In process of time men come
inevitably to acquire more settled habits, and the roving
instinct is then superseded by a feeling of attachment to
their homesteads. Moreover the growth of population, and
the gradual restriction of territory owing to the encroach-
ment of neighbouring tribes, rendered it impossible to
1  T. H, Romanes, " The Village Economy of Lander ", in The English
Historical Review, xxix. 536, where Scott's description is also mentioned.
2  At Lauder the system was more organized : ibid. 535.